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2 Cor. v. 4. 


For we, that are in this zabernacle, 
do groan, being burthened. Wot 
for that we would be uncloathed, 
| but cloathed upon; that mortality 
might be ſwallowed up of life. 


K* PAUL met with many difficulties 
and diſcouragements, in this world. But 

his ſapport, under all, was, that he, 
who had raiſed up he rd Teſus to an hap- 
py immortality, would alſo raiſe him up, by 
Jeſas, and fo render him happy for ever“. 
For that excellent reaſon, he fainted not. 
For, though his body, his outward man, pe- 
riſhed ; yet his mind, his inward man, was 
daily renewed, and increaſed in vigor. For 


our light aifliction, (ſais he) which is but for a 


moment, worketh for us a far more excedeing, 
and eternal, weight of glory. Whileft we look, 
not at the things, which are ſeen ; for they 
are temporal : but at the things, which are 


unſeen ; for they are eternal. 


A 2 In 
Chap. iv. 14 &e. 
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A £4 FUNERAL SERMON, 

In treating of theſe words, I would / 
explane the text, and context. And, then, 
make ſuch obſervations as they may afford, 
As to the firſt ; namely, to explane the text, 
and context. —Suppole any one had inquired 
of St. Paul, © Why do you mind diſtant and 
«© unſeen things ; and expoſe yourſelf fo 
% much to inconveniences and ſufferings, 
* jn this world? How can you tell, when 
© the body is diflolved, and the man dies, 
* but that there is an intire end of him? 
And if fo ; you forego preſent eaſe and in- 
joyment, and have nothing in proſpect, to 


cc 


cc 


„ counterbalance ſuch calamicies ?” 


To ſuch inquiries, the apoſtle anſwers, in 
the ' begining of this chapter: For wwe Ano, 
(that is, by a well-atteſted divine revciation,) 
that, if our earthly houſe of this ſobernacle 
were diſſolved, we have a building of 60D ; 
an bouſe, not made with hands, eternal, in the 


heavens. Some critics have thought the word, 


tranſlated tabernacle, fignifies tbe human bo- 
ay, properly, and not metaphorically . But 
it's primary fignification is, a lent, or taber- 
aacle, Indeed, it was ſo commonly uſed for 
the human body, that, in length of time, it 
came to be ſo uſed, where there could be no 


alluſion to the primary meaning of the word. 


And St. Paul hath, with great propriety 

and beauty, called the body of man, à taber- 

nacle. It is not an pauſe, a firm, fixed build- 
ing ; 


b See Biſhop Pearce bi note on Longinus, to. P. 192. 


. ©, x SG 
% as i 7 « A ＋ IIS” 2 * —. 1 5 4 1 
Y F . EE a at 3 : 
z oo 0 : 


for Mr. JAMES READ. 5 
ing; likely to ſtand for ages: but may be 


juſtly compared to a tent; a ſtructure, compa- 


ratively light and weak; that is eafily mo- 
ved, or ſoon taken down, Such is our earth- 
ly habitation, or bodily tabernacle | 

It may, to ſome, ſeem a pretty ſtrange 
way of joining ideas, to ſay, eur earthly houfe 
of this tabernacle ; and yet immediately talk, 
« of putting it off, like a garment : and, af- 
ec ter that, to have another ccoleſtial houſe 
% put on, inſtead of it; or the celeſtial 
houfe put over it, as men put one garment 
over another.” But, as to this, I would 
obſerve, that, though it may ſeem a ſtrange 
way of ſpeaking to us, yet, among the eaſtern 
people, every ſort of covering uſed, ſometimes, 
to be called an houſe, Thus they called a 
quiver, the houſe of an arrow; a bag to put 
books in, a hook-houſe®; a glove, the houſe of 
the band*. In like manner; the human bo- 
dy is conſidered, as a covering, in general, 


when the apoſtle ſpeaks of putting it off; 


<6 
ec 


though, according to the eaftern phraſeology, 


he had, juſt before, called it an houſe, or a 
tabernacle. 


Such is the brittle ſtate of man upon earth, 
that his body is like a building, which is eaſily 
thrown down, or ſoon comes to decay. And, 
therefore, it is ſaid, Men dwell in houſes of 
clay, whoſe foundation is in the duſt, And 

St. 


See the ſyri ac verſion, 2 Tim. iv. 13. 
4 dee Fagius on Gen. i. 16. 
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St. Paul, elſewhere, expreſſed the frail and 
brittle ſtate of man, by another figure, when 


he repreſented the treaſure of the goſpel, as 
put into earthen veſſels; veſſels, that would 
ſoon be daſhed in pieces. But, though theſe 


bodies of ours, in the preſent ſtate, theſe 


Houſes of clay, will ſoon moulder away, and 
fall into decay and ruine ; yet we are ſure of 
a building of a nobler kind and order, an 
houſe not made with hands; not li ble to de- 
cay, as are all the houſes built by the hands of 
men: but it will be 4 building of 60D; a 


ſpiritual body, not produced according to the 


preſent courſe of nature; but immediately 
formed by our lord Jeſus Chriſt : and worthy 


of ſuch a manner of production. For it will 


be of eternal duration, and the happy place 


Ol it's reſidence will be in the heavens. 


There are four terms, which ought care- 
fully to be explaned, that the text and con- 


text may be clearly underſtood ; namely, 


naked, unclathed, cloathed, and chathed up- 
one. The original words are different, and 


fionific 


e The | ;ew:Þ] prieſts, when they were come up, 
o Jeruſalem,] to the ſervice [ of the temple, put off 
their ordinary wearing cloathes, waſhed themſelves in 
water, and put on the holy garments. [See Lev. viii. 


attending there, on the ſervice, any of them, that 
would fleep by night, he flept not in the holy gar- 
ments, but in his own wearing cloathes. And, in 
the morning, when he was to go to his ſervice, he 

put 
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6, &c.] yea, whileſt they were at the temple, and 
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for Mr. JAMES READ. 7 


fignifie different things. By [cloathed* ] St. 
Paul meant the ſoul's being in the body; or 
haveing the body upon it, like a covering, or 
garment. By [unchathed®] be denoted the 
ſoul's being ſtripped, or deveſted, of the 
body. And, by [naked ,] the ſlate, or con- 
dition, of the foul, when deveſted of the 
body. In which, our apoſtle, ſpeaks exactly 
in the language of Plato, who laid, „that 


liveipg men are cloathed with bodies; but 


the dead are naked.” And laſtly, by [ cloatb- 


ed upon ,] St. Paul meant the haveing a veſt- 


ment of glory, or a celeſtial garment, thrown 
over his body, or ſuperinduced upon it. 
Under the various calamities of this life, 


the apoſtle meditated ſo much upon an hap- 


py immortality, that his mind was fired, and 
tranſported, with the glorious proſpect. And, 
when he was warmed with the thought, it 


made him long for the thrice happy time, 


when that felicity would commence, Ver, 2. 
For ave, that are in this bodily tabernacle, do 
groan; defircing to be cloathed upon, with our 


houſe, 


< put off his ewn cloathes, bathed himſelf in water, 
* and put on the garments of the prieſthood. Theſe 
* expreſhons in ſcripture, Put of the old man, and be ra- 
© newed ; and put on the new mun. Eph. iv. 22, 22. 24. 
Hut an the lord Feſus Chriſt. Rom. xiil. 14. baptized 
into Chriſt, and putting on Chriſt, Gal. iii. 27. waſhed 


© from our ſins, and made prieſts Rev. i. 5, C. not un- 


* clouiew, but cloathed uhan. 2 Cor. v. 4. ſeem to allude 


© to 5570 cuſtom,” [See Lighiſoot's Works, vol. i. 
P. 1150. | 
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bonſe, which is from heaven. The various 
N afflictions of this mortal ſtate cauſed the 
apoſtles, as well as other chriſtians, to long 
if for that veſtinent of glory, which they are 
to receive, at the reſurrection of the jult ; 
* which they could have wiſhed to have had 
5 ſuperinduced; and, thereupon, have had ſuch 
a change granted them, as paſſed upon Enoch 
and Etizab, when they were rendered im- 
i mortal, without dying; or ſuch a change, 
as ſhall be granted unto the ſaints, who ſhall 
be found alive, upon this earth, at Chriſt's 
fecond comeing. For, in his former epiſtle, 
St. Paul had aſſured the Corinthians, that we 
Hall not all fleep the ſleep of death; hut that 
the laſt generation all be changed; ; in a mo- 
ment, in the twinkling of an eye, and ſo be 
rendered immortal, without dying; and join 
thoſe, who are raiſed to immortal happineſſek. 
The third verſe, in our common eng- 
lich tranſlation, runs thus, 77 ſo be that, 
being clbatbed, we ſhall nat be found nated, 
_ it does not ſeem an eaſie matter to make 
any ſenſe of theſe words, For, if we be 
j e how 1s it poſſible that we ſhould be 
1 found naked?” To take away this difficulty, 
ſome would introduce a different reading, 
| and render the words thus, Altheugh, if we 
itt Te uncloatbed, we ſhall not be found naked, 
ay But that ſeems to me, to make the matter f 
. as bad, if not worſe. F or, if they were un- 
5 chathed, ? 
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For Mr. JAMES READ, 9 
chathed, they muſt needs be found naked. 
I am, therefore, for retaining the preſent 
reading; and would have onely a ſmall alte- 
ration made, in our egi verſion; and ren- 
der the words thus, ſeezng that then we ſhall 
be found cloatbed, and not naked + that is, 
the ape expreſſeth the ſame thought, both 
negatively and poſitively ; that he might ex- 
preſſe it with more ſtrength and vehemence, 
As if he had faid, For J, in this body, 
«© groan, and lament; deſireing to be cloath- 
* ed upon, with my veſtment of glory; or, 
ee without dying, to have the houſe, which 
* is from heaven, ſuperinduced, upon this 
* terreſtrial, mortal body. And this I de- 
ec fire, in fo earneſt and fervent a manner 
« ſccing that then I ſhall be found cloathed; 
(which I of all things long for;) and not 
© naked, not forced to put off the body by 

© death, which is the ſtate I do not fo much 
* defire; or from which, if it ſo pleaſed 
% G0D, I ſhould be moſt glad to eſcape.” 
St, Paul might well deſire that veſtment 
of glory; as it is to be the lot of none, but 
the righteous and happy. For, though the 
ſcripture is clear and expreſſe in it, that the 
wicked ſhall all be raiſed from the dead ; 
yet it is no where intimated, that their 
bodies ſhall be cloathed with a glory. And 
we may farther obſerve, that the houſe (or 
; covering) from heaven, which the faints are 
do receive, at the laſt day, is never once 
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10 A FUNERAL SERMON, 


called a Body. No the ſaints, when raiſed 
again, are 8 have but one body; that is, 
the preſent body, new modelled, and cover- 
ed with a garment of glory; which is to 
render it immortal, or rather be the badge 
of it's immortality, It is moſt natural to 
with for an intire exemption from death; 

(as the apoſtle ſeems here to have done ;) and 
to prefer an immediate entrance upon the 


higheſt felicity ; to going through the pains 


of death; the body's lying in the grave ; 
and, after it is corrupted, riſcing again and ſo 
attaining to that glory. 

The apoſtle goes on, in our text; For we, 
that are in this tabernacle, do - groan, being 
burthened, © We are. preſſed down, with the 
« weight of the various troubles and afflic- 
ce tions of this life; and groan to be deliver- 


« ed from them. Put, when we compare 


« death, and the diſmal manſions of the grave; 
« or the ſtate immediately after death ; with 
& that, which is to commence, at the refur- 
cc rection of the juſt ; — we ſhould, of the 
« two, much 3 chooſe, not to go 


os through the pangs and agonies of dying ; 


7 
„not to viſit the gloomy manſions of the 
ce grave. For we do not deſire to be un- 
% cloathed ; [or to put off theſe mortal bodies, 
ce that they may ſee corruption;] but to be 
* cloathed upon, with our veſiment of glory, 


« which is jren beaven ; that ſo our earthly 


body 
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for Mr. JAMES READ. * 

* body may be directly immortalized, or 
e mortality fwallowea up of life.” | 
His enemies would, very probably, be for 
inſulting him, and ſaying, © How do you 
ce know, that you ſhall have ſuch a glorious 


. © change paſſe upon you?“ To ſuch a quæſ- 


tion, the qe anſwers, He, who bath wrought 
me to this felf fame thing, 25 GOD, It is 
GoD, Who hath ſet before me this glorious 


proſpect, and taught me how to prepare for 


It is he, who hath Kindled this defire of 
my in me ; and given me reaſon to 
hope for it's being, in duc time, accompliſh- 
ed. And, as a pledge and earneſt, that J 
ſhall adually obtain it, be hath given me the 
pirit. The jews had put to death the 
lord of life and glory. The gentiles had for- 
ſaken the true Gop, and worthiped zdols. 
And they had, both of them, been, in ge- 
neral, excedeing wicked. It was, therefore, 
highly proper, that Gop ſhould give them 
beth, ſome pledge of their ſin's being forgiven, 


and ſome aſſureance of a reſurrection to an 


happy immertality. For guilty minds are 
apt to entertain endleſſe jealouſies and ſuſpi- 
cions. Now; this aſſureance did 60D vouch- 
ſafe to give them, by confering upon them 
the miraculous gifts of the Hpirit. And this 
is often ſpoken of, as the earneſt of their fu- 
ture inheritance, and the pledge of their adop- 
tion and immortality. For all the promiſes of 
GOD in him, [that is; in Chriſt Jeſus,] are 

B 2 yea 
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yea and amen, ſor, they are ſure, and may 


be depended upon ;] unto the glory of Gop ; 
[as they are publiſhed] by us. Now he, who 
confirmeth us, together with you, in Chriſt; 
and hath anointed us, is GoD; who bath 


alſo fealed us, and given vs the carne oj the 
1 


ſpirit, in our hearts*, And, accordingly, it 


is ſaid that, as many, as are led by the ſpirit it 
of GoD, they are the ſons of GOD. For 
you have not received the ſpirit of bondage, 
again, unto fear; that is, while you were 
idolatrous heathens, you had the ſpirit of 
bondage, which created fear; or were, thro? 
fear of death, all that part of your life-time, 
ſubject to bondage; as being afraid that death 
was an utter extinction of the whole man; 
or as haveing no hope of a reſurrection to 

a glorious and happy immortality, Bur, 


ſince you became cbriſtians, you have not 


received that ſpirit of bondage, to hold you 
under ſuch inſlaveing fears ;] but you have re- 


ceived the ſpirit of adoption, by which we cry, 


ABBA, FATHER; or which teacheth us 
to look upon 6GoD, as a kind, indulgent 


father; who will raiſe us from the dead, and 


make us perfectly happy for- ever. The ſpirit 
itſelf beareth witneſſe with [or, to] our ſpirit, 
that we are the children. of 6op. And, if 
children, then heirs ; heirs of GoD, and co- 
heirs with Chriſt, ſeeing we now 22 with 
him; that we may be hereafter, alſo, zlorified 
Together 


2 Cor. i. 20, &c. 
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fogether with him®. And of other gentile 
chriſtians, it is ſaid, that, when hey heard the. 
goſpel, and believed, they were ſealed with the 
holy jpirit of "promiſe. Which (ſais the apoſtle) 
zs the earneſt of cur inheritance, unto the re- 


demption of the purchaſed polſiſſion“; — or (as 


the words might have been rendered) 4e 


the redemption of life*; which is elſewhere 
called, the redemption of our body v. And: 
they are cautioned not 10 grieve the boly 


ſpirit, whereby they were ſealed unto the day 


of their redemption 5. 


As they had the Hpirit, that glorious evi- 
dence of the goſpel in general, and of their 


_ own title to an happy immortality ; There- 


fore (ſais the apoſtle, ver. 6, &c.) we are al- 
ways confident; [it would have been a more 
proper and more decent tranſlation, if it had 
been rendered, Therefore, we are always un- 
daunted, or of good courage; knowing that, 
whileſt we dwell in the body, we are abſent 


from the lord, or dwell at a diſtance from 
him. The fortitude, or courage, of which 


he is here ſpeaking, was, that he went on, 
undauntedly, in his great work, as apoſtle of 
the gentiles; did not faint nor flag, not with- 
ſtanding the many difficules and great 
oppoſition, which he met with, Nothing 
could 


m Rom. viii. 14, &c. 2 Eph. i. 13, I4-. 


* Es aneh Ths at h, [See Dr. Whithy or 
Eph, i. 14. 


? Rom. viii, 23 2 Eph. iv. 30. 
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it A FUNERAL SERMON; 
could tempt him to act inſincerely, like the 


falſe 2 apoſtle; or to concele the great truths 


of the goſpel, in order to pleaſe men. For 
he knew, his reward was laid up with 7%; 
and he walked by faith, and not by ſight. He 
regulated his conduct, not with a regard to 
_—_ things of the preſent, viſible world ; but 

the hopes, and de ſires, of the inviſible 
* of the glorious world to come. He, 
therefore, was undaunted; and, in his own 


choice, prefered quitting the body, that he 


might get home to his lord. However; he 
made it his great indeavor, whether he lived 
a longer or thorter time, upon earth; whether 


in the body, or out of it, to be acceptable 
unto Chriſt; conſidering him, as the great 
and univerſal judge, who will finally render 
unto every one according to his deeds, 


Thus (I hope) you have had a juſt view of 


St. Paul's principal deſign in this place. 

The ſecond thing propoſed, was, to make 
fuch obſervations, as the text and context, 
thus explaned, may afford. 

And, from what has been ſaid, we may 
obſerve, (I.) The calamities of the pre- 
« ſent life do, ſometimes, make even good 
* men to groan, and lament their unhappy 


& condition. We, that are in the body, (ais 


ce the apoſtle) d groan, being Arien 


It has been an old complaint, that few and 


evil are the days of the years of our pilggingage, 
bere upon earth, We come into the world 


weeping ; 2 
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' weeping ; and die, generally, in pangs and a- 


gonies. And the intermediate ſpace has ma- 
ny troubles. We need not inquire into the 


hardſhips of miſerable and unhappy ſlaves; 


who ſerve peeviſh, cruel, and tyrannical maſ- 
ters, that have put of all humanity and 
bowels of compaſſion, We need not go into 
the infernal dungeons of the inquiſition, and 
take a view of the racks and tortures, the 
inceſſant fighs and pierceing groans, of which 
thoſe walls are conſcious. In common life, 
and in this land of liberty and piety, ſome 
are in ſuch narrow circumſtances, that they 
know not how to live; and others are ſo 
rich, that they are in continual ſolicitude, 
how to paſſe away their time, in the moſt 
idle amuſements, and endleſſe diverſions; or 
how to preſerve what they already have; or 
perhaps to hoard up more, though to the 
ruine of their children, or friends; 'to whom 
they leave little or nothing to do, but to ſpend 


what they have ſcraped together ; and which 


they generally do, in the moſt extravagant 
and ridiculous manner. Some are diſturbed 
in their minds. Others have but very little 
health of body; and others again meet with 
great loſſes, and very grieveous diſappoint- 


ments; or are almoſt overwhelmed with 


preſſing difficulties, and exquiſite perplexi- 
ties. Some grieve, becauſe their children 
have proved wicked, blaſted all their hopes 
and kind wiſhes, and involved them in end- 

leſſe 
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16 A FUNERAL Seton, 
lefſe diſtreſſe, and unſpeakable anguiſh. And 
others are bowed down, and go mourning, 


all their days; becaufe they have loſt thoſe, 
upon whom a great part of their comfort 
and happinefle, in this life, depended In 
ſhort ; we are, all of us, liable to many 
milerics, which we can neither foreſee, nor 


prevent; or which, when they are come, 


we cannot redreſſe. We are full of wants, 
which we cannot provide for; and preſſed 
with deſires, which we cannot gratifie. We 
are compaſſed with evils, which we cannot 
remove; and obnoxious to dangers and ac- 
cidents, againſt which the moſt potent, and 
the wiſeſt of mankind, cannot guard. We 
are ſecure of no external poſſeſſion, which 
we already injoy ; and intirely uncertain, whe- 
ther we can obtain any thing, for which we 
wiſh, or hope. We are excedeing apt to 
grieve for what we cannot help, and to de- 
fire what we cannot have *, And man, in 


this view, ſeems to walk in a vane ſhow, 


and the human race to be given away to 
vanity. 

This is ſtrongly and beautifully expreſſed, 
in the apocryphal book of Ecclus'. Great tra- 


vel is created for every man, and an heavy 


yoke is upon the fons of Adam; from the 
day, that they go out of their mother's womb, 
ill the day that they return to | the earth,] the 
mother of all things. Their imagination of 

things 


See Archbiſhop Tillotſon's Sermon on Job xxxviii. 28. 
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things to come, and the day of death trouble 
their thoughts, and cauſe fear of heart; from 
him that fiteth on a throne of glory, unto him 
that is humdiled in earth and aſhes ; from him, 
that weareth purple and a crown, unto 
him, that is cloathed with a linen frock. 
IWrath and envy, trouble and unquietneſſe, fear 
of death, and anger and ſirife, And, in the 
time of reſi upon his bed, his night - ſleep 
changeth his Eno e. A little, or "mothing, 
7s bis reſt. And, afterwards, be is in ſleep, 
as in a day of keeping watch ; troubled in the 
viſions of his heart, as if he was eſcaped out of 
battle. When all is ſafe, he waketh ; and mar- 
velleth that the fear was nothing. Such things 
happen to all fleſh, both man and beaſt ; and 
that is ſeven-fold more upon Jnr | death and 
bloodſhed, firife and ſword, calzmitics, fa- 
mine, tribulation, and the ſcourge, 

I would not aggravate the evils of this 
life; nor call in queſtion the conduct of him, 
that appointed them. For I verily believe, 
that they are all wiſely appointed of Gor, 
in this ſtate of moral diſcipline, ſubſetvient 
to the beſt and nobleſt ends and purpoſes. 
But there are ſo many, and ſuch great, diſtreſ- 
ſes; and ſuch ſhort intervals of real, unmix- 
ed felicity; — that it is no wonder, even the 
beſt of men do, upon ſeveral occaſions, 

groan, being burthened ; and are glad to ſteal 

5 


1 Ecclus', xl. 1, &c. 
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W out of a world, where perfect and uninter- 
I: : N happineſſe is not to be found, ; 
148 2.) Notwithſtanding all the evils of this 
lle, GoD hath fo framed us, that we are þ 
| 35 | naturally averſe to dying; and had much ra- 
49 | ther have the cœleſtial garment of glory ſu- 
1 perinduced; or be tranſlated to heaven, with- 
55 out dying; than die, and riſe again, and fo 
a come to that ſtate of glory. For «ce, that 
nn are in the body, do groan ; being burthened. 
Its. Not that we deſire lo be unchathed but cloathed 
it upon; that fo mortality might be fwallowed up 
N of hife. And be, that bath wrought us to this 
N Self fame thing, 1s GoD, For G0D hath 
1s Planted 1 in us, the principle of ſelf-preſerva- 
jw tion; and the ſtrong, tenacious, love of 
14 life. 

mal Such, indeed, are the diſtreſſes of ſome 
| s unhappy perſons, that they lay violent hands 
hs upon themſelves; and fo ftrive to put an end 
11 to their calamities. But that is a very great 
1 folly, and wickedneſſe, in perſons, that have 
hl the uſe of their reaſon ; and what can, by no 
5 means, be juſtified, For, as G0op is the 
. author of life, and the great lord and mat- 
005 ter of us all, he bath a right to the diſpoſeal 
{hk of us, and of all that concerns us. And we 
N can none of us lawtully quit our preſent ſta- 
TH tion, till the great maſter ſummon us hence*, 
* —4 
* * * Self-murther was commended by Pliny, ep. 22. 1 
1 1. and paſſin, and by others of the antients. But Py- 
my thagoras 


for Mr. JAMES READ. 19 
As to thoſe, who have been deprived of 
the uſe of their reaſon; and, thereupon, 
led to deſtroy themſelves; it is poſſible that, 
in them, it might be no crime at all: be- 
cauſe it might be purely the effect of their 
diſorder, But can a perſon, who has the 
uſe of his reaſon, hope to appear, with ac- 
ceptance, before 65D, as his judge; after 
he hath murthered 225 ; when they, that 
murther ch, are ranked among thoſe, 
who ſhall never inherit the kingdom of 
Gop? Let us, therefore, every one of us, 
make the ſame noble reſolution. with pious, 
patient, Job; how many, aud how great, ſo- 
ever our afflictions, or temptations, are; All 
the days of my of pointed time, will 7 watt, 
till my change come J 
But the inſtances of thoſe that 4 
themſelves, are rare and -amaiog] And 
though, under the 1: ſt head, 1 gave you a 
repreſentation of the miſcries of this life, by 
reaſon of which, good men do, ſometimes, 
groan, being burthened : — yet I would not 


be 


thagoras, Socrates, Plato, Tull;, and others, condemned 
it. See Virg. En. VII. 25 

Arrian. Epidtet, lib. 1. c. ꝙ. P. 42. ſub og? «Q 
men, wait for GoD. Wien he ſhall ſignifie his 
mind, and diſmiſſe you from this ſervice; then de- 
part unto him. But, at preſent, be ye patient; in- 
habiting this country, in which he hath placed you. 
Truely, the time, of your dwelling here, is but ſhort; 


and it 15 eaſie to thoſe, who are thus diſpoſed i in their 
0 minds.“ 
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be underſtood to ſay, that evil, at preſent, 
prœponderates. For I freely acknowlege 
that, take mankind in general, there is, a- 
mong them, more happineſſe than miſery ; 
even in the preſent life, and dureing their 
abode in the body. And that prevailing 
happineſſe, together with the principle of 
ſelt- præſervation, lead mankind to love this 
life; and that, ſometimes, inordinately. The 
gencrality (we may eaſily obſerve) ſubmit 


to the ſtroke of death, with great ſtruggling - 


and reluctance; and had rather part with 
any thing, than with life. They, of all 
things, dread the approach of that fatal hour, 
when they muſt bid a long, an everlaſting, 
farewel, to their friends, poſſeſſions, tempo- 
ral buſineſſe, and all the delights of the ſons 


of men, There is, ſomething, ſo very for- 
midable in death; ſomething ſo excedeing 


gloomy, in the deep, damp grave ; that the 
fear of them palls every earthly injoyment, 
and ſickens every temporal comfort. It caſts 
a dark ſhade over our brighteſt hours ; and 
makes us more indifferent unto all the buſi- 
neſſe, and the . pleaſures, of the ſons of 
men. FFF 

(3.) The ſtate, between death, and the re- 


ſurrection, ſeems to be reprefented, as a ſtate 


of conſciouſneſſe; and, to good men, a ſtate 


of greater felicity, than the beſt eſtate here 
upon earth. 
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| Accordingly ; St. Paul, in the context, 
ſpeaks, as ww2lling rather to be abſent from the 
body, and preſent with the lord. And, elſe— 
where, he expreſſes the ſame thought, more 
ſtrongly; when he ſpeaks of himſelf, as 


baveing a defire to depart, and lo be with 


Chriſt, which is far better than continueing 
in this life n. Now; it does not ſeem to me, 
that being with Chriſt can ſignifie much, to 
one, that is not conſcious; or that falling in- 
to a ſtate of utter inſenſibility, is far better, 
than continueing longer in this life. 
However, I acknowlege, (4.) That the 
chriſtian revelation, leſſe frequently, ſpeaks 


of the ſeparate ſtate; but, in very many 


places, points forward to the reſurrection; 
and the ſtate, conſequent to that ; and re- 
preſents our complete ſelicity, as commence- 
ing then; and, from thenceforth, to indure 
forever, : 

The earneſt expectation of the ¶chriſtian, 
the new] creature woiteth for the revelation 
of the ſons of Gop. For the creature the 
chriſtian, as well as the reſt of mankind] 
hath been rendered ſubject to vanity, [that 
is, to death, or mortality; ] mot willingly, 
but by him, who hath ſubjeFed the tame 
thereto, in conſequence of the firſt tranſgreſ- 


fon. However; chriſtians long for that 


happy time, when the children of cop are 
to be reveled, in all their glory; — in hope, 
that 

"FRM. 1.2.2» | 
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22 AA FUNERAL SERMON, A 
that they themſelves, alſo, ſhall, then, be freed = 
Jrom the bondage of corruption, and brought þ 
into the glorious liberty of the children of 

GoD. Fer we know that the whele creation 

[all the new creation, the chriſtian world in 
general] groan, and travail together, in pangs, 

until this very time. And not onely they, [not 

onely chiiſtians in general ;] bat | apoſtles and 
ſuperior prophets, who had the higheſt illu- 


mination, and the moſt extraordinary mira- 
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Wl culous gifts:| Le, (ãais St. Paul) who have 
1 the jirfl - fruits of the ſpitit; even We cur- a 
NN - Ives groan, wittin ourſelves, waiting for f 
10 the adoption; that 1s, the redemption of our 
110 Hodies x. The firm expectation of a glorious 

TL and happy immortality, is, to chriſtians, a 

Wa vaſt conſolation, under the moſt gloomy 

11 0 proſpect, and in times of the moſt exquiſite 

14 diſtreſſe. Becauſe they verily believe that, 

1 as ſurely as Jeſus died, and roſe again, 10 

1040. ſurely thoſe, that ſleep in Jeſus, will Gop, 

150 at Ke laſt day, bring with him. Indeed, 

0 the ſaints, who ſhall be found alive, upon this 

1 earth, at Chriſt's ſecond comeing, ſhall have 

[hel this peculiar felicity, that they ſhall not die 

ws at all, but ſhall be ſuddenly rendered im- 


mortal ; ; and caught up, together with thoſe 
that arc raiſed, to perfect and endleſſe happi- 
neſſe. This is a circumſtance, which St. 
Paul hath touched upon, more briefly elſe- 
where?, But he hath ſaid it, moſt expreſs- 


ly, 


* Rom. viii. 19, Ke. Y 1 Theſ. iv. 17. 
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for Mr. JAMES READ. 23 
ly, in his firſt epiſtle to the Corinthians; — 
Behold I. ftow you a myſtery. We ſhall not all 


ſleep ; but we ſhall all be changed; in a mo- 


ment, in ihe twinkling of an eye, upon the 


ſound of the laſt trumpet. For the dead ſhall 


be raiſed incorruptible; and ſuch of us, as 
are then alive, ſhall be changed. For this 


corruptible _ put on incorruption, and this 
mortal muſt put on immortality. So, when 
this corruptible ſhall have put on incorruption, 
and this mortal ſhall bade put on rmmortality ; 
then, ſhall be brought to paſſe the ſaying that is 
writen, Death is ſwallowed up in vitlory*. — 
Now, as the apo/t/e had ſaid that, in his for- 
mer letter to the church at Crrinth, de here 
alludes to it; and ſais that, though he 
groaned, under the burthen of the miſeries 
of this life; yet he did not ſo much deſire 
to die, as to have had the lot of the ſaints, 
in the laſt generation, or the cœleſtial gar- 
ment of glory, ſuperinduced, upon his pre- 
ſent body; that ſo mortality might have been 


ſwallowed up of life; or that he might have 


been rendered immortal, without dying. 


(5.) Some have thought that the apo/tles 
expected Chriſt would come to the final 


judgement, in that age, and before they them- 


ſelves dyed. But, as that was not true in it- 
ſelf, ſo 1 apprehend they knew the contrary *. 
St. Paul, long before the writeing of 
theſe 
r 
. ® See the paraphrale and notes on 1 Theſſ. iv. 15. 
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theſe Tuo epiſtles to the Corinthians, had 
warned the chriſtians, at Tygſalonica, a- 


gainſt ſuch an apprehenſion. We beſeech 


you, brethren, (ſais he) that you be not ſoon 


ſhaken in mind, nor diſturbed; neither by 
ſpirit, nor by word nor by letter, as from us ; 


as if we had, by any of theſe ways, intimated 


that the day of the lord is at hand, And 
then he goes on, to aſſure them that Hat 
day would not come, till there had happened a 
grand apoflaſie ; and the man of fin was re- 
weled, who would make a gradual progreſſe; 
and, after that, come to a final deſtruction b. 
And St. John propheſied, in the book of 


the revelation, of various revolutions, in the 


church, and in the world, for a long ſucceſ- 
ſion of ages. And, when all theſe things 
fall have happened; then, Jeſus Chri/t will 
come quickly; the dead, great and ſmall, 
ſhall ſtand before him ; and he will render, 
unto every one of them, according to their 
works, — Now, by theſe intimations, we 


may be ſatisfied, that the apr/zles did not ex- 
pect that Chriſt would come to judgement, 


in that age. And, as to St. Paul's words, 
in this place, they ſeem to mean no more, 


than that, of the two, he thought it a much 


more defireable thing to eſcape dying; and 
that, if he might have had his wiſh, he would 
5 choſen, not to have put off this mortal 
body, but to have had the cœleſtial glory 


ſuper- 


d 2 Theſſ. ii, 1, &. 
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* Fiperinduced, that ſo mortality might have been 
3 AFfwallnwed up of life. 

(6. Loflly.) How ſhould the profpedt of 
a reſurrection, to immortal glory and happi- 
neſſe, animate us to do all the duties of life; 
and inſpire us, with paticnce, to bear all the 
calamities, which befall us? Perefore we 
labor, that, whether preſent, or abſent, we 
7 may be accepted of him. 
We are chriſtians! Let us manifeſt, that 
our faith is ſincere, and has it's proper in- 
fluence upon our tempers, and upon our 
lives. The man, that is pleaſed with the 
proſpect of annihilation, or careleſſe and in- 
different about what befalls him, after death ; 
1s a poor, ſtupid, low-minded, groveling, 
wretch. But the believer, the true chriſtian, 
who hath that wide and extended proſpect, | 
of a glorious and happy immortality, hath a 
large ſoul; and the nobleſt views, to fill and 
faticfie his large defires, and to render him 
perfectly and for- ever happy. The narrow - 
minded man, who hata his portion in this 
life, may uſe trick and artifice, or be de- 
termined, by a love of temporal pleaſures, or 
the ſear of temporal evils, to neglect his 
4 duty, and to practiſe what his conſcience 
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þ condemns. But he, that firmly believes a 
: future ſtate of recompence z and knows 5 
3 vice, or wickedneſſe, is not onely in itſelf 


baſe and deformed ; but, in the wiſe con- 
ſtitution of 60D, leads to miſery: and that 
D | — virtue 
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virtue is a beautiful form; wiſe and excellent 
in itſelf, and inſeparably connected with 
bappineſſe; — ſuch a man may deny him- 
{elf of all ſinful gratifications and perſuits 
whatever ; as knowing, that he, who raiſed 
up the /ord Jeſus, and exalted him to glory 
and happineſſe ; will alſo raiſe him up, and 
make him glorious and happy, together with 
FJeſus. — This, the true chriſtian docth not 
look upon, as a matter of mere ſpeculation ; ; 
as a dream, or curious, pleaſeing viſion; but 
it is, to him, a truth of the laſt importance; 
a principle of action, by which he is led to 
be faithful, in all his conduct; and patient, 
in all circumſtances and conditions whatever. 
It is the belief of ancther life, and of a 
elorious reſurtection to perſect and endleſſe 
felicity, that comforts and ſupports. the good 
man, under the loſſe of his deareſt and moſt 
valuable friends; that preſerves him ſteddy 
and conſtant, in the practice of every duty, 
whether of a moral or poſitive nature; that 
raiſes his mind above the inordinat2 love of 
ſeen things, and renders him ſuperior to the 
difficulties and diſcouragements of this ſtate 
of trial, And, when he looks forward to a 
dying hour, and views the dark valley of the 
ſhadow of death ; and looks beyond that ; 
and ſees, alſo, a reſurrection to eternal fs 
and bappineſſe; he is ready to break out, 
into that exulting ous of victory and tri- 
umph, « 0 geath, here is, now, thy fiing ; 
6 where- 
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be wherewith, like a ſcorpion, thou dideſt 


ce formerly wound, and ſlay mankind? O 
ce grave, where is, now, thy victory? ſince 
* thou haſt been forced to yield up all the 
c dead; which have been, for ſuch a long 
“ ſucceſſion of ages, committed to thy 


« cuſtody? The ſting of death was fn. It 


« was n, which brought death into the 
« world; or which gave it a ſting, mor- 
© tally to wound mankind. And the ſtrength 


« of fin was the law, which condemned all 


* tranſgreflors to death, without mercy. 
e But thanks be to GOD, who giveth us the 


« viftory over death, the laſt enemy, through 


* our lord Feſus Corift 1”! 8 


The CHARACTER, 


LB 80 ppoſe, it is expected of me, that 1 
ſhould ſay ſomething, concerning your de- 


ceaſed paſtor, the reverend Mr. James Read. 


He was borne, at Kidderminſter, in Mor- 


ceſterſhire, OHober 6, 1684. The pious and 


excellent Richard Baxter had worked ſuch 
a reformation, in that town ; that a ſenſe of 
ſerious religion did, in conſequence thereof, 
indure, for a long-time, - And ſome traces 
thereof are ſuppoſed to continue unto this 
oF 

Mr. Read's parents were among the pious 
inhabitants of that town. Their good exam- 
D 2 Ple, 
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28 A FUNERAL SERMON, 
ple, and inſtructions, together with the ſe- 
rious preaching of the late excellent Mr, Sp:/ſ- 


bury, (father of Mr. Sp:/foury of Salter's- ball,) 
had ſo good an influence, as to form the ten- 
der minds of their children to religious virtue. 
And, from obſerveing ſuch a diſpofition in 


them, they were led to conſecrate two of 


their ſons to the work of the miniſtry *. 


After due preparation, at the grammar- 


ſchool, they ſtudied academical learning, 
under Dr. Ker, at Higb-gate; togsther with 
ſeveral, who have ſince been eminent, in the 
miniſtry, and in other ſtations. 

In his academical ſtudies, Mr. James Read 
was indefatigable; and made a conſiderable 


ptogreſſe. — After a liberal education, he was 


examined, and approved, by the London mi- 
niſters. And then, ſpent a year or two, in 
preaching, in his native country, And was 


acceptable, and uſeful, where-ever he went. 


Haveing given ſufficient proofs of his mi- 
niſterial abilities; — upon the recommenda - 
tion of Mr. Blackmoor, then miniſter at Vor- 
ceſter, he was choſen aſſiſtent, at the Wergh- 
houſe, in London, Auguſt 4. 1707. where he 
was, for many years, an acceptable and uſe- 
ful preacher.— While he was in that fitu- 


ation, (namely, in the year 1719.) the un- 
happy 


Our lately deceaſed friend was one. — The Revd. 
Nr. Henry Read, now of Southwark, was the other; 
who, in the year 1719, ſtood up, for the glorious 


cauſe of liberty, as well as s his brother, 
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for Mr. JAMES READ. 29 
happy difference aroſe, about ſubſcribeing to 
human articles, as a teſt of orthodoxy. And 
Mr. James Read was one of the majority, 
q who ſtood up for the glorious cauſe of li- 
1 berty; and againſt all human impoſitions 
whatever. This occaſioned ſome to diſlike 
| him. And Ja 24. 1720. the majority of 
that church, under the influence of their then 
very zeleous paſtor, thought fit to diſmiſſe 
Mr. James Read, from miniſtring, any longer, 
among them, ——At this diſtance of time, 
it will be very natural to inquire, © For what 
« reaſon, did they ſo diſmiſſe him?” And it 
1s but juſtice to his memory, to ſay, © that 
they had nothing to object to his moral 
te character, which was pure and ſpotleſſe.” 
But they diſmiſſed him, for two crimes, ne- 
5 ver to be forgiven: namely, (I.) Becauſe he 
1 held the ſcripture alone, (and not any human 
3 articles, catechiſms, creeds, or confeſſions of 
faith; but the ſcripture alone) as the form of 
ſound words; or the onely teſt of chriſtian 
faith and orthodoxy. (2.) He maintained a 
| ſpirit of candor, moderation, and charity, to- 
; wards thoſe, who differed from him. And, 
particularly, would not ſay, © that he thought 
them guilty of idolatry, or that they had 
5c forfeited their claim to chriſtian commu- 
; © nion, who pay religious worſhip to our lord 
; « Jeſus Chriſt, the onely mediator between 
: © GoD and man; though they hold him to 
be ſnbordinate to his father; or (as Chriſt 
himſelf 
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* himſelf has told us) that e father is 

« greater than he.” 

J have no inclination to revive that con- 
troverſie ; neither is there any occaſion for it. 
The ſubject has been ſufficiently canvaſſed, 
to the ſpreadipg of truth; and (I would 


willingly hope) to the advancement of chri- 


ftian moderation and charity. 
But permit me, briefiy to apo 1 „ for 
my dear, dats brother; and to ſay, that 


he ſeems to have bad, on his fide, bot th rea- 
en and ſcripture, the old te!2u4:ent and the 


new. For right reaſon would direct every 


man, to ſeek for reveled truth, in the origi- 


nal revelation itſelf ; and to lock upon that, 
as the ſtandard of the true faith, and the teſt 
of orthodoxy. Accordingly ; in the ſcrip- 
ture, (which always agrees with right reaſon) 


we find one of the old teſtament prophets. 
directs, To the law, and to the teſtimony : 


and adds, , men ſpeak not according to 
this word; it is, becauſe there is no light in 
them*. The apoſtle Paul, allo, in the new 
teſtament, gave this direction, to that dearly 
beloved miniſter, the evangeliſt, Timothy, 
% Hold faſt the form of found words, which 
thou haſt heard of me, in faith and love, 


which is in Chriſt Teſus*,” By which, 1 
ſuppoſe, he could ſcarcely mean, any hu- 
man articles, catechiſms, creeds, or con- 


feſſions of faith, made, ſeveral hundreds of 
years, 


b Iſalah viii. 20. 
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for Mr. JAMES READ. 31 
years, afterwards :. but the wholeſome words, 


the words of our lord Jeſus Chriſt, or of bis 
holy and inſpired apoſtles; which are, un- 


queſtionably, the form of found words; and 


which expreſſe, in the moſt exact and pro 
per manner, the pure, eee chriſtian 
doctrine. 

As to a ſpirit of candor, moderation, and 


charity, towards perſons of different ſenti- 


ments, one would think, nothing need be 
ſaid, in vindication of it. Weak and fallible 
men, who are, themſelves, fo very liable to 
error and miſtake, and who have ſo much 
need of candor to be exerciſed towards them, 
may eaſily fee the reaſonableneſſe of exer- 
ciſeing charity towards others. The ſcrip- 
ture, alſo, aſſures us, that, © of faith, hope 

and charity, theſe "three chriflian vines 


the greateſt of theſe, is not faith, bur 


charity.” So it was formerly, and in the 
opinion of St. Paul. And, I ſuppoſe, there 
has not ſince, in the chriſtian church, riſen 
up, 2 better ee 

But, among proteſtantt, and eſpecially a- 
mong diſſenters, wh live, and breathe, up- 


on roleratien and liberty ; whoſe very funda- 


mental principles are, The ſufficiency cf the 
Feriprures, and The liberty of private judge- 


ment ; one would ſuppoſe, there could he no 


great occaſion for pleading for theſe princi- 
ples. Leaſt of all, in this church; which, 
ſoon aſter his difmiffion from the wweigh- 
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bouſe ; namely, December 22. 1720. choſs 
Mr. James Read, aſliſtent to their paſtor, 
the late reverend Dr. Evans: and that with 
the doctor's hearty concurrence and appro- 


bation. After which, nothing more need 


be ſaid, in vindication of our deceaſed 
friend; except it be, that all the members 
of the church, which diſmiſſed him, from 
his former ſtation, were not unanimous, in 
that diſmiſſion. But (to their honor, be 


it mentioned) there were ſome perſons, of 


good ſenſe, and worthy characters, who 


ſtood by Mr. Read, in the time of his 


greateſt diſtreſſe; came away with him, to 
this church; and ſteddily adhered to him, 
as long as he and they lived. 

Moreover; after, the deceaſe of Dr. Evans*, 
this church choſe Mr. James Read, as one of 


their paſtors. And, about three months 


after, they choſe their preſent ſurviveing 


paſtor, the reverend Dr. Allen, to be his 


collegue. Which has been the ſituation of 
this church, for above twenty years. 
The conduct of our deceaſed friend did 


then, and may, poſſibly, now, appear, in a 


different light, to different perſons. But 


what could a man of a naturally timorous, 


cautious 


4 The reverend John Evans, D. D. died, May 16, 


1730. in the 51ſt year of his age. And "his funeral 
ſcrmon was preached by Dr, Harris, 
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7 for Mr. JAMES READ. 33 
3 cautious temper, as he was, propoſe to him- 
ſelf, in maintaining the glorious cauſe of 
liberty of conſcience, and the right of pri- 
vate judgement, in the face of popular 
clamor, and amidſt fierce oppoſition, and 
much ill treatment, from perſons of power 
and great influence? A man of a worldly 
; temper will ſwim with the ſtream, But 
the honeſt man, alone, will riſque his fu- 
ture uſefulneſſe, and even his ſubſiſtence in 
the world; to adhere to what he takes to 
de the cauſe of truth; and in the ſteddy 
practice of what his conſcience directs him 
to, as his duty. Nothing, but the love and 
fear of 60D, honeſty and true goodneſſe of 
heart, could, one would think, lead a man 
to ſuch a conduct. His ſupport muſt be, 
the proſpe&t of the recompence of the in- 
viſible world. Aud he muſt look for his 
reward, from 60D, and not from men. 
Another part of Mr. James Read's cha- 
racter, was, that he was diligent in his 
ſtudies; and acquired a conſiderable degree 
of knowlege, of various kinds, But his 
favorite ſtudy was the holy ſcripture; in 
which, he ſpent much time, and took great 
pleature. wn on 
He was very laborious, in preaching, both 
in his own place, and for his brethren, 
while his health and ſtrength continued; 
uſually preaching twice, every lord's day: 
and, 
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and, not ſeldom, three times. And, fre⸗ 


quently, alſo, on other days “. 
His preaching was, like his life and man- 
ners, ſerious, plane, practical, honeſt, and 


faithful: uſually turning upon ſubjects of the. 
greateſt importance. He ſeldom went, di- 
rectly, into points of controverſie; yet, 


openly, vindicated uncorrupted chriſtianity ; ; 
and gave what he took to be the true, 
ſcripture doctrine: earneſtly recommendin 

that charity, of which he himſelf was ſo 


bright an example. 


He was reckoned a perſon of great integrity, 
as well as remarkable prudence. Towards his 


relations and friends, ſteddy, kind, and af- 


fectionate. He regularly viſited his people, 
while he was able. And he never viſited 
them, in the moſt common way, without 


ſome uſcful and friendly admonitions; which 


he could introduce, in an eaſie and natural 


manner. And ſuch diſcourſe came, with a 


better grace, from bim; as he was, to his 
people, à pattern in all fDings. He was 


ready to give good counſel, to perſons in 
difficulties. And he athiſted the poor, with 


his 


© Mr, James Read never publiſhed any thing; but 
one ſermon, from John iv. 24. which was preached, 
December 14. 1729. upon opening the new meeting- 


place, in new broad ſtreet, Petty-f) ance, London. 


N. B. It was publiſhed, along with two ſermons of 
Dr. Evans's, on the ſame occaſion. 
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his purſe, with his prayers, and with his 
beſt advice. He was faithful, in reproveing 
thoſe that were blame-worthy ; and had 
great compaſſion for perſons in affliction | 
and diſtreſſe. 

Many years ago, he had a ſevere fever; 
which very much ſhattered his frame, and 
broke an excellent conſtitution. But he 


loved his great maſter's work: and per- 
ſevered in it, as long as he was able, How- 


ever; his growing diſorders put a ſtop to 
his uſual labors. And, for about three 
years, he has ſeldom appeared, among you, 
in this place. Being in this tabernacle, he 
groaned, being burthened, Not that be de- 


fired io be unchathed, but cloathed upon: that 


mortality might be ſwallowed up of life. 


bore his many afil.Qtions, with a become- 
ing reſignation; and was convinced of 
the wiſdom, and goodneſſe, of him, that 
governs all. 

In the evening of his days, he reviewed 
his former life, and greatly rejoiced that he 
had ſteddily adhered to the ways of G0D; 
and that his habitual conduct had been ſuch, 
as his own mind could approve. He was 
neither depreſſed with deſponding fear, nor 
elated with raptureous joy : but had good 
hope of happineſſe, in the future ſtate; 
founded on the eſſential goodneſſe of Gop ; 
and the rich grace, diſcovered in the goſpel 
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of Chriſt, He had zhe teſtimony of his own 


conſcience to his fincere compliance with the 
terms of the goſpe], through that divine 
aſſiſtence, Which had been graciouſly afford- 
ed him, In this way, he looked for he 
bleſſed hope, even the glorious appearence of 
our lord Feſus Chriſt, unto the falvation of all 
ſuch as have loved and obeyed him, 
To ſumm up all. * He feared Go 
* from his chidhood; and walked humbly, 

© before him, all his days. He was a faith- 
+ "ut. en miniſter, inviolably attached 
* 10 the cauſe of chriſtian truth, and the 
« liberty of private judgement f. He had 
« no creed, but the holy ſcripture; was a 


lover of good men, of all denominations; 


% great 


f Mr. James Read was ordained, December 19, 


1716. at Mr, Simon Browne s place, in the old Jury, 
3 


At the ſame time, 5 were ordained, four more; 


namely, his brother Mr. Henry Read, Mr. Richard 


Biſco, Mr. Geirge Smyth, and Mr. (now Doctor) 


Samuel Chandler. 


The ordainers were, Dr. Oldfield, Dr. Calamy, Mr. 
MP. Mr. Benjamin Robinſon, Mr. Thomas Reynolds, 
Mr. Jeremiah Snith, Mr. Simon Browne, Dr. Evans, 
and Dr. Harris. Mr. Thomas Reynolds aſked Mr. 
James Read the uſual queſtions, took the confeſſion of 
his faith, and prayed over him. — Mr. Benjamin Robin- 
fon preached ; and Dr. Calamy gave the charge : Mr. 
Browne began with prayer, and reading ſome portions 
of the ſcripture, ſuted to the occaſion, Dr. Harris 
_ Cloſed with prayer. And there are ſome, who {till re- 
member it to have been a very ſolemn day. 
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te à great friend and patron to young mini- 
« ſters; of an inoffenſive, peaceable, cour- 
ce teous, temper, and behavior; ready to 
« do good, and communicate, even beyond 
ee his abilities And therefore, generally, 
cc eſteemed and beloved. After a life of 
« diſtinguiſhed integrity, great labor, and 
patient ſuffering, he died, in a good old 
* age ; acknowlegeing his own imperfec- 
* tions; and looking for the mercy of our lord 
& Teſus Chriſt, unto everlaſting life.” 

You, my dear friends, of this church, 
have been witneſſes; and coD, alſo, was 
witneſſe, how bolily, juſtly, and unblameably, | 
he behaved himſelf, among you. As you know, 
bow he comforted, and charged, every one of 


* 


cc 


you, (as a father does his children) that you 
Should walk worthy of GoD, who bath called 
you unto his kingdom and glory. And I would 


willingly hope, that he, being dead, will 
ſtill continue to ſpeak among you : that you 
will recolle& what was excellent in his ex- 


ample; and remember, and profit by, his 


inſtructions. You ſtand accountable to 60D, 
for the advantages, which you have, for fo 


many years, injoyed. And your deceafed 
ä paſtor greatly longed for your ecverlaſting 


ſalvation. Gop grant that you wap, all 
of you, be his glory, and joy, and crown 
of rejoiceing, in the preſence of the judge, 


at the laſt day! 
Yea ; 
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Vea; let all of us take care to profit, by 
the holy lives, and affecting deaths, of our 
dear friends. Time is hurrying us along, 
with it's rapid ſtream. And our dying mo- 
ments make ſpeedy advances. And, upon 
this fleeting, momentary life, eternity is de- 
pending, If, by the death of our friends, 
we are quickened in our pace; and ad- 
moniſhed to be, alſo, ready. If we are in 
earneſt, in the perſuit of eternal life, If we 
are, what we profeſſe to be, good men, and 


good chriſtians; all is wel We may, 


then, hope to meet our dear friends again, in 
beiter climes, and in a happier ſtate; where 
none of the troubles of this world can reach 
us any more; where perſecution and un- 
charitableneſſe never enter; where the righte- 
ous, of all ages and nations, ſhall make up 
one glorious and happy aſſembly; where 
pleaſure flows in full ſtreams; where miſery 


ſhall not be mingled with the joy; where 
pain and diſeaſe, fickneſſe and decay, are 


never known; ind where death, the king 
of terrors, ſhall have place no more. 

And may 6op, through Yeſus Christ, 
grant us, all, an abundant entrance into 
that glorious, happy, and PARTY world, 
Amen! 
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And fold, by J. Waucn and W. Fenner, at the 
Turk's-Head, in Lombard-ſtreet. 


J. T HE Hiſtory of the firſt planting of the chriſtian 
religion: taken from the acts of the apgſtles, and 
their epiſtles. Together with the remarkable facts of 
the jewiſh and roman hi//ory; which affected the chri- 
iaus, within this period. In Three Volumes The 
Second Edition, carefully corrected, and with large 
Additions, Price, bound in calf, 17 s. 
II. A paraphrale and notes on {ix of the epiſtles of 


St, Paul, viz. 


I Theſſalonians, I Timothy, | Titus, | 
II Theſſalonians, Philemon, | II Timothy. 
Attempted in imitation of Mr, Lecꝶe's manner. To 
which are annexed, critical diilertations on ſeveral 
ſubjects, for the better underſtanding of St. Paul's 
epiſtles. The ſecond edition, carefully corrected, with 

large additions. 

III. A paraphraſe and notes on the ſeven, commonly 
called Catholic, epiſtles; vix. 

St. James, 11 St. Peter, „ = and III. 
1 St. Peter, St. Jude, St. John. 
Attempted in imitation of Mr. 2 manner; to 
which are annexed ſeveral critical diſlertations, 

IV. The reaſonablencſle of the CHRISTIAN RE. 
LIGION, as delivered in the ſcriptures. In four Parts, 
Part I. Contains the arguments for the truth of the 
chriſtian religion. Part II. The anſwers to the diffi- 
culties and objections, propoſed by the Auti-revelationiſis. 
Part III. An interpretation of ſeveral] texts, which they 


| have perverted, Part IV. Appendix, or a Vindication 


of the præcedeing parts of the book. The ſecond 
edition. Price ſtitched 4s. 6d. 1 
IV. A Collection of Tracts. 1. A diſſertation on 
2 Theſſ. ii. 1,—12, concerning the man of fin, &c. 
2. A letter to a friend, concerning the end and deſign 
of prayer. 3. A Poſtſcript to the letter on prayer, 
concerning the views, which we ought to have, in 
praying; the drawing up proper forms; the uſe of ſcrip- 
ture- language; the confeflion of ſuch fins onely, as we 
arc conſcious we have been guilty of, 4, The thirtieth 
diſſertation 
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diſſertation of Maximus Tyrius, concerning this quæſtion, 
« Whether we ought to pray to God, or no?” Tranſ- 
lated from the Greek, 5. Remarks on the foregoing 
diſtertation of /Taximus Tyrius. 6. The doctrine of pra - 
deſtination reviewed. 7. A brief account of Calvin's 
cauſeing Scrvetus to be burned for an heretic, The 


fourth edition, To which are added, by way of Sup- 


plement. 8. A Defence of the brief account of Cal- 
P's treatment of Servetus. 9. A brief account of 
Archbiſhop Land's cruel] treatment of Dr, Leighton, 
10. An elay, Concerning the belief of things, which 


are above apo And a ceneral preface, 


V. A Volume of Sermons on the following ſub; EN 
vis, The reſurrection of Lazarus, The unchangcable 
di ferenes between good and evil. The abſolute neceſ- 


tity of holinelic, in order to final and perfect happineſſe. 
The caſe of the pi op! het, who was deluded by a falſe 
prophet, and ſlain by a lion. The {piritual (not the 


natural, or animal, ) man, diſpoſed to receive the goſ- 
pel, The abſurd nature, and terrible conſequences of 
tranſubſtantiation. The goſpel, a reveled myſtery. 
Chriſt came not to call the righteous, but ſiners, to re- 


pentence. The immenſity and omniicience of (God, 
a conſtant motive to piety and virtue, The excellence 


of moral duties above politive inſtitutions. Ihe neceſſity 
and advantages of univerſal liberty and free inquiry, A 
Faſt Sermon, repreſenting ſeveral vices of the nation, 


 A.Thankſgtiveing-Sermon, upon account ot the ſup: 


preſſion of "the Rebell lion. 1740, 
VI. A ſummary view of the evidences of Chriil's re- 
ſurrection. „„ 


Publiſhed hy HEN NRY Fond: 


1. Comfort to mournins Chriſtians. A SERMON oc- 


caſioned by the Death of his Daughter, Margaret Read, 


who "departed this Life, Ocloler 7. Preached in St. 
Thomas's Southwark, October 14. 175% po 
2. David's Dying Charge to Solder, Addreſſed 


to the Children of Religious Parents. In a SERMON 


10 


o Voung Perfons. Preached in St. Thomas's South- 


ant, December * 7 54. 
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